
	
	

	

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT: December 6, 2020 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Josh & Kimber Thrower 
Uganda	

	

 
  Coordinates with 

Resources: 12A

52 Sundays is produced in partnership with the SBC Executive Committee, 
International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, and the Baptist State Conventions. 

Today in our prayer time we are going to focus on Uganda (say you-GAHN-dah) in 
Africa. More than 42 million people live in this country. 
 
This is where two of our missionaries, Josh and Kimbre Thrower, are serving. We 
support them through our church’s Cooperative Program giving. 
 
Josh and Kimbre serve in Kampala (say kom-PAHL-ah), the capital city. About two 
million people live in and around the city. It is also growing very quickly, because every 
week thousands of people move there to live. They come from many lands in Africa and 
speak many languages. 
 
How can two missionaries reach such a large city? 
 
They spend their time discipling local believers and teaching them to share the Christian 
faith with people all over Kampala. This is how missionaries can multiply their impact. 
 
Today, let us pray for Josh and Kimbre and their three children as they serve in 
Uganda. Let’s thank God for their missionary service.  
 
Let’s ask God to bless their ministry and make Kampala a Christian city.	



	
	

	

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT: December 13, 2020 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Ross & Dena Frierson 
Wales	

	

 
  Coordinates with 

Resources: 12B

52 Sundays is produced in partnership with the SBC Executive Committee, 
International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, and the Baptist State Conventions. 

Today we’re going to pray for two of our missionaries serving in Wales. 
 
Wales is part of the United Kingdom, which includes England, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. Three million people live in Wales; few are active Christians.  
 
Those reporting “no religion” outnumber church members. 
 
So we have sent Ross and Dena Frierson to a difficult mission field. Our church helps 
support them through our Cooperative Program giving. 
 
A great revival swept Wales in the early 1900s and many new churches were started. 
Sadly, the Christian faith in Wales declined over time. Many church buildings were 
abandoned or converted to warehouses, pubs or even Islamic mosques. 
 
Ross and Dena started a new church, first meeting in a home. But thankfully, the church 
grew and needed space. They looked at a long-empty church building held by a trust. 
Could they use it? Yes —the trust managers had prayed for the building to be a church 
again. 
 
Now about 50 people attend services in the new building. Ross and Dena are confident 
the church will keep growing!  
 
Let’s ask the Lord to bless their ministry.  
 
In fact, let’s ask the Lord to start another Welsh revival and for thousands to be saved!	



	
	

	

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT: December 20, 2020 
_______________________________________________ 
 

T.J. & Dena Odom 
Scotland	

	

 
  Coordinates with 

Resources: 12C

52 Sundays is produced in partnership with the SBC Executive Committee, 
International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, and the Baptist State Conventions. 

Today in our missionary prayer time, we are praying for T.J. and Dena Odom, who 
serve in Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
Now, before you start thinking kilts and vacations and such, let me tell you this: The 
biggest religion in Scotland is probably soccer. 
  
People follow it religiously! The fact that God sent a Savior into our world to save us has 
no interest for them. Only about 2 percent of the Scottish people are Christians. 
 
Scotland is indeed a great place to visit, but it’s also a mission field. That’s why our 
church is supporting T.J. and Dena through our Cooperative Program giving.  
 
They have started a church and now they are discipling the members to be strong in 
their faith and share the gospel with others. Thousands more new churches are needed 
right now across Scotland. 
 
So today, let’s pray for T.J. and Dena as they live there in Glasgow with their two young 
children. Let’s pray that God will give them wisdom and endurance, because the future 
of Scotland is in their hands. 
 
Let’s pray that God will call out bold new believers who will reach Scotland’s five and a 
half million people for Christ.	



	
	

	

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT: December 27, 2020 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Matt & Julie Espeland 
Madagascar	

	

 
  Coordinates with 

Resources: 12D

52 Sundays is produced in partnership with the SBC Executive Committee, 
International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, and the Baptist State Conventions. 

Today for our prayer time, let’s think about how hard it is to be a missionary. 
 
Let’s say you serve on an island in the Indian Ocean. The Tanala (say tah-NOLL-ah) 
people you want to reach for Christ live in mountains covered with heavy forest.  
 
More than one million of them live in these mountains, spread over about 4,500 square 
miles. There is only one paved road, so you spend lots of time hiking on paths through 
the rough, dangerous forest.  
 
Many villages where you work have no electricity. The people live in thatch huts. They 
are poor. 
 
When you finally get there and preach, most of the Tanala people do not want to hear 
you.  
 
Today we are praying for our missionaries, Matt and Julie Espeland. This description 
sums up where they serve and how they live.  
 
The place we’re talking about today is real. It is Madagascar, off the coast of Africa. 
 
Fortunately, some of the Tanala people have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior. They are 
very eager to learn more about the Bible. Churches are being planted. 
 
Our church supports Matt and Julie through our Cooperative Program. 
 
Let’s pray for them now. 
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